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Fuel Poverty 
 
 
“This Council notes with concern that in 2008, millions of people still struggle 
to heat their homes properly because of their inability to pay their fuel bills; 
which are on average more than £1000 annually. The Government’s own 
figures estimate that the number of ‘fuel poor’ households in England is now 
higher than at any time recorded since Labour came to power. 
 

In 2000, the Government introduced a Fuel Poverty Strategy and the Warm 
Homes and Energy Conservation Act and committed itself to ending the fuel 
poverty of vulnerable people by 2010, and to end fuel poverty for everyone by 
2016. However since 2004, the number of English households in fuel poverty 
is estimated to have risen almost three-fold, when it stood at 1.2 million. Even 
the Government now accepts that it will fail to meet its legal duty to reduce 
fuel poverty in the time frame that it created. 

This Council notes with concern that the package the Government announced 
in September was inadequate and is likely to result in energy companies 
passing on £910 million in extra charges to consumers. 

  
This Council recognises that local authorities are doing what they can to 
protect people from fuel poverty. Last month, Brighton & Hove City Council 
began a programme of works to establish how it could cut the fuel bills of 
council tenants and increase the energy efficiency of their homes. 
 
However local authorities can only do so much, therefore this Council calls on 
the Government to fulfil its responsibilities to help the residents of Brighton & 
Hove who are struggling to pay their energy bills and as a result face a bleak, 
cold winter. 
 
This Council instructs the Chief Executive to write to the Secretary of State for 
Energy and Climate Change to ask him to: 

• Take more effective practical steps to help homeowners reduce their 
energy bills, ensuring additional costs are not passed on to consumers. 

• Use OfGem’s powers more effectively to ensure energy companies 
give customers a better deal.” 

 

Proposed by: Cllr Maria Caulfield   Seconded by: Cllr Mary Mears 

Supported by: Cllrs Geoff Wells, Dawn Barnett, Vanessa Brown, Jan Young, 
Brian Oxley, Averil Older, Ted Kemble, Brian Oxley, Ann 
Norman 
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